FEO NEWLETTER. MAY 2018

Friends of Eascern Otways (Great Otway Mational Park Inc- Aoo3o275B

Gecretary: Sue (Guinness, PO Box 491, Aireys Inlet, Victorig 3231
Mokb: 0407 070 641 Email: siguinhess@gmail.com

GETTING YOUNG PEOPLE INVOLVED

) FROMTHE Looking backat o ur g r oavgrthesmstayeat) believetvé have been going
@ PRESIDENT great guns in getting younggple involved with the Friends of Eastern Otwallsis
Patrick time last year we did two weeding sessions at the Mangowak Reserve, each session
Fla n with a dozen students frothe Aireys Inlet Primary School. In June we had a healthy
haga presence foyoung ones at the Koalacountn cl udi ng Janet ds and my

Peter and Ellen Crowcroft's sons Hughie and Ollie, and Kim and Joe Attwood's
grandson William.

In September we worked with Pa¥ke Ranger, Carlie Bronk, to introduce children and their families to some of the wonderful
flowers within our Great Otway Nahal Park. We also involved young people at our spotlighting activity in January, and in April
we once again helped Carlie Bronk and Ranger €Miller with running their successful Junior Randgpgram(see photosn

page 3, spotlightirg again, aMoggs Creek Picnic und, where we had three families with young children veigedand excited.

We had a great turnout of the Eels football team and their parents weeding on the coasaaMegdis Creek overlooking the

Great Ocean Road Marchi more details are in the report beloVhere are plans to capitalise on the enthusiasm of the footy club
players and parents and weedhés$ area agaitater in the football seasoin November we intend trying new kind of activity
usingelectric bikes (wh trailers for toddlers) to ride the Old Beechy Trail in @tevays. Wehope we can continue twild on our
successfuyouth involvementecord so far.

In line with Victorian government policy for the Victorian Commission for Children and Young ®€00lYP) we haveecently

documented the Friendsd policy for Chveryidportaet tha wesatea ohddssafel s wh e n
organisation, ensuring that when children pgptité in our activities they asafe and secure all times.

COMMUNITY INTERACTION FOR COASTAL CONSERVATION

It was a fun occasionlven the Aireys Inlet Eels Undé@8 Australian Rules Football Team joined with the Friends of Eastern
Otways, the Friends of Moggs Creek and a few local residents todmegive some of the environmental weeds that have invaded
the beautiful coastal heathlands at Moggs Creek.

Keen to get fit for the oncoming football season, the Eels turned up on March 18 ready to help the community groups with thei
weeding activity. PaddDangerfield, a local resident and wkilown and respected Geelong footballer, came along and spgke to
the players emphasising
how important it is for
sporting groups to
support their local
communities in various
activities. Indeed local
involvement is deature
of the Geelon@lub and
we certainly appreciated
Paddyds inv
His words inspired the ,
young players who were |
so excited at his
presence. He also sty
and joined in the
activity andweeds soon
started to disappear.

There were plans for a
training session for the
Eels on the beaddter

Above: Frends of Eagrn Otways & Friends of Moggs Creelith members of th&ireys InletEels

morning tea, but football team athe Moggs Creelkcommunity conservationeeding morning. More picturgmge 4.
unfortunately tle skies

opened up and the longpitedfor rain came down in a deluge sending the players and other helpers scuttling for shelter.

Park¥/ic staff were very supportive of the activity with rangers coming along on the datsmdrganising theulching of the
cut vegetationThe Eels are keen to come back later in the football season and help out againcidferevard to this
happeningThe Friends of Eastern Otways say thagwok to all involved! Margaret MacDonald.
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ENVIRONMENTAL WEEDING

{#

sy

The autumn program was carried out in the eastern section of the Great Otway NatiohahBadrner of Great Ocean Road and
Forest Road, and near Hurst Road. We had great attendance at each of our sessions including a new recruit throughtPark Connec
Adele HunterOnce again Bluebell Creeper was our main focus and weeders worked tirelessly to remove this invasive species.

- Tuesdays - June 12, July 10 & August 14

Winter program

Meet atthe ertrance to theEumeralla Scout CampAnglesea at9.30am

Contact Margaret MacDonald 0412 652 419

Weeding will once more be in the eastern area of the Park where various environmental w¢
have endeavoured to make this area their home. Meet just inside the archway on the grave

leadinginto the EumerallaScout Camp at 9.30am

ANNUAL KOALA COUNT

Saturday June 16

Meet at Aireys Infet Community Centre 9.30 am
Contact

Kaye Traynor 0408 551 667

. Join us for our annual count
of Koalas along Grey River 16
Road at Kennett River. It's a 7
fun day out looking for Koalas, with
plenty of opportunity for bird
watching. Bring morning tea, lunch,
water, sturdy footwear and weeather

LEMONADE CREEK WALK

Saturday June 30
Meet at Aireys Inlet Community Centre 9.30am
Contact Kaye Traynor 0408 551 667

This walk links

Blanket Leaf Picnic o/
ground and the Erskine Falls
Car Park, taking yothrough
interesting vegetation whilst
offering gorgeous views of the
creek gullies and forest. It is an
easy to moderate walk with
some slightly uphill climbs.

BYO lunch, snacks & drinks.
Wea appropriate walking
clothing andfootwear.

gear if necessary. And your binoculars.

Approximate length 8km return.

PT ADDIS &1 RONBARK BASIN
Saturday July 21
Meet at Ironbark Basin Pt Addis Road at 9.30am

Contact : Alison Watson 0400 570 229

A circuit walk through Eumeralla tracks and Hurst
Rd to Red Rocks & along the beach to Pt Addis, th
Koori CulturalWalk and
Ironbark track through the
Basinback to the cars.
Either11 kmsfor those
who enjoya longermwalk or
we can leave cars at Pt
Addis as an 8 km
alternative. Lovely vistas,
grasstrees, heath & orchids.

Bring morning tea, lunch, drinks & appropriaething.

HARRISON TRACK NORTH

Saturday August 18

Meet a t Angair 9.30am

Contact: Margaret MacDonald 0412 652 419

We go into the former
Alcoa Lease area known " &
as the Anglesea Heath to fﬁ'i'
walk alongHarrisonand
Shiney Eye Tracks,
passing through
woodland swampland
and heathland.
Panoramic views across Marshy Creek filled with Scented
PaperbarkApprox 8 km, easy to moderate walking.

BYO morning tea, lunch, drinks & appropriatiething for all
weather.

21
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3 FRIENDS ACTIVITIES SINCE OURLAST NEWSLETTER

LEMONADE CREEK WALK - March 21
Unfortunately this event was cancelled due to the day being declared Total Fire Banolwhaen rescheduled to Satay June
30. Pleaseefer to Coming Events on page 2 for further information.

PARKS VICTORIA SPOTLIGHT NIGHT WALK T April 10

We met abpm at Moggs Creejustas it was getting dark. Park
Rangers CarliBronkand Clare Miller brought along a displayf
Brushtailed PossunSugarGlider, Barn Owl and Boobook for the
children to observe before we set out. Three family groups and
Friends walked along the Nature Trail, observing marks on trees and
listening to various birds, crickets and bats.

We could hear
but not see

Yellow-bellied
Gliders and

= kept walking.

Crossing a bridge a keen visitor spotted a koala, caught in our lgigfist v
The spotlights also illuminated the reflected eyes of spiders. We walked th¢
whole circuit enjoying being out in the dark of the forest. i

Towards the end of the walk shining the spotlight on heart shaped cuts, an
following them up the tree waiscovered a Yellovbellied Glider silently
observing us. Those ahead returned and everyone had a good look, some
binoculars. No other gliders were seen though they wmavwe hear
a hotcuppa or cordial on our return. Thank you to Carlie anér€far a very enjoyable eveninglison Watson.

CANADIAN CORRIDOR/WOOWOOKARUNG REGIONAL PARK EXCURSION 71 April 21
Although it took ove©0 minutedraveland navigatingroadworls on the Midland kbhway, a group of 15yathered to daramazing
facts about this very special area. Just a few years ago much of it could have become more housm for Ballarat tnd a dedlcat
enthusiastic group managed to convince the authorities of fretiamce | § g
ofa contlnuous green corridor on the eastern edge of the growing city ¢

2 F Ballarat. So the pine and bhgaim \
plantations, which constituted about
half of the area, were razed and
regeneration and some seeding is
occurring
The success of the pagt is found in
the multi user groups coming togetherfe:
under a single banner of keeping the
area as a park for all. Innovative ideas
for the park such
wildflower walks, a dementia walk
with an app featuring associated
natural sounds,nal regular events and §
speakers maintain interest.

of grasstrees. Bob and Jeff showed us the Gorge area and we saw SOrjiSag
the issues theyarefacisguc h as erosion from [}
rubbish dumping. Werove a short distance to tteokout with a stunning
view over Ballarat and the surrounding hills and heard about the recen
astronomy evening held here.

After lunch in the shade we took a sharcuit walk through the bush. We
noticed a few small Browtipped Greenhoods and an emerging Tall
Greenhood. Some of the grasstrees in this area were affected by
Phytophthora cinnamomBirds seen included Whitlroated Tree R
creeperanunidentified Robin, Spotted Pardtzte, Grey Fantail and Grey Currawong.

Everyone enjoyed their day out visiting a new area and hearing and seeing how another Friends group operates. Thahk you to Bo
Jeff and Rob and the Friends of Canadian Corriéliison Watson.
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.@FRIENDFACTWITIESSINCE OURLAST NEWSLETTER

FRIENDS FIRST AID 1 April 20
= 14 of us arrived for our onday St
Johns First Aiccourseat the CFA
rooms. We had done the preading,
and this was the practical day.
DRSABCD- Danger, Response,
Send for help, Airway, Breathing,
CPR, andDefibrillation was
emphasised, followed PR
practice with lifelike babies and
adult models, hands on with the
defibrillation machinepandaging,
epipen practice, various scenarios a
the final O6qui z6.

In betweera

delicious morning tea
and lunch from Café
Daniele appeared and
a yummy surprise
birthday cake for
Margaret. It was a
successful day and
we all gained
knowledge and
confidence and we
appreciate
excellent teaching.

Above left:Alison &
Phil Watson ad Ros
Gibson treating a
patient.

Above right: Willing
participants!

Left: AlisonWatsonand KayeTraynor saving choking infants.
Right A demonstration byeacher Tonon patient Doug.

COMMUNITY INTERACTION FOR

COASTAL CONSERVATION

From page 1

Aboveleft: Paddy Dangerfieldends a helping hand.
Above: Thaveeding grougilhouetted against a very
calm ocean backdrop.

Left: Ranger<Claire & Scott thank the Friends for
organising the successful weeding activity with the
Aireys Inlet Eels Under13 football team.
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L@ FRIENDS ACTIVITIES SINCE OUR LAST NEWSLETTER.

SABINE FALLS FUNGI WALK T May 19 . ST 7

Following a two hour drive, which included a stop at Kennett River for morning
tea, we arrived at the picnic ground carpark to commence a walk to the Sabinef 8 ¥
Falls, the highest waterfah the Otways. 8me of the group preferred to stuithe
fungi in detail, while foupeople chose to walk the 3.6 km return track to the
SabineFalls viewing platform.

It was clear that destructive wind storms had passed through the forest in the
previousfew days as a number of fallen trees and debris meant climbing over
obstacles strewn across the walking track.

The rich beauty of the rainforest svapparent with masses of feros,the ground
and overhead, tree trunks both upright and fallen coveitbdmosses, lichens and g
liverworts and somadorned with colourful fungWe werein awe of the majestic
Mountain Ash, Grey and Manna Gums, towering above thesf@nd irthe deep
gullies. The forest however, was very quiet with just an occasional bltd ¢

Along the walking path it was
exciting to find live Otway Black
SnailsVictaphanta compactas
well as severalrsil remains and
we wondered whaheir main -
predator might be. We also noticedfpt ¥5%:
some trees bearing signs of scarrink®

by Sugar Gliders.

We paused an historic :
sawmilling site After 90 years Above Two of the many varletles of fungl

since the mill closed, all that found during the Sabine Falls walk.
remains is the sawpit. At left: An Otway Black Snail.

We reached the second creek

Above: Kaye & Graham negotiate a faller
tree on therack to the Sabine Falls

crossing, and because of the rapid flowing water, two of us decided not to attempt to
cross on the sligery rocks and we turned badkwvo walkers went on a short distance
and was able to view the Sabine Falls.

The other half of t haeatall elangthe trdck aseviety fewp r o c e e
steps there was new fungi to photograph and record. We were very fortunate to have

fungi expert Richard Hartland with us and we really appreciated his help and

knowledge. About 40 species were seen and we were iredresth the diversity.

Two species required further investigation.

When the others returned we were reluctant to turn around but in the end our
stomachs dictated it was time for a late lunch. Some of us returned via Benwerrin Rd
and Erskine Falls Rd todrne, a very picturesque drive through the tall forest and we
discovered it was a quicker alternative to the coast road.

It was a most enjoyable day spent in one of the most beautiful placeGretite
OtwayNational Park, and well worth a retwisit. The fungi were r&ly only just
getting started anchostwerevery small. With winter approachireyen greater
diversity ispredicted. Kaye Traynor & Alison Watson.

Below left:A happy group of Friends at the Sabine Falls sB@low right Richard Harland helps Kim identify a fungn spemmen

1~ “SABINE FALLS WALK
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{w{’ ? “FRIENDLY" NEWS

CAMERA MONITORING REPORT

In the middle of February we placed three cambedsnd the Horse Club in
Coalmine Rd, at a quiet bend in theeti overlooking Coogoorah Park. They
wereclose b the water and in an araaay from tracks and throughays. This
area is adjacent to Alcoaefeholdlandthat on their plan, is slated forfifi
development.

(HF2) stopped working on 22/3. It may be because the batteries went flat, bz
| 6 m umeoftthe sausso will dnonitomit. f

Over 4000 frames were collected. pecies identified includdBlack
Wallabies Red Fox, Fallow Deer, Grey ShrikerushandEastern Grey
Kangaroo.

A notable observation was that the EGK, a young mdalegaroq was in very
poor condition. | sent a query, with photos, to Graeme Coulson from the
University of Melbourneseekinghis opinionof theK a n g a conddi@ndie
repliedt hat #AMal es are quite | ean a |
miserable thenboene back i nto much better

As we well know, tle late summer and warautumn has been very dry, this
extended period without rairak reduced noticeably the quality and quantity o
grass to feed on. Perhaps, the shortage of-goatity food explains his
emaci ated appearance. | do wonder
Anglesea Golf Course, whemgoregreen grass is available

1S

tree on a quiet bend d¢iie Anglesea River
We also observed the o6roo resting,opposite Coogoorah Park.

locations, once for 90 minutes and a second time for just short of two hours, potn
in the early morning. He was obviously using the area as a quiet resting place away fnostdlend bustle of more disturbed
places

-
Above Patrlck Flanagan attaches a cama J

The Fallow Deer was also skinnlgut not quite as skeletasa t he &ér oo . T appearBdba io kuchNetted canditior and

we snapped frames of a female with a joey in her pouch. Obviously, shedbidiSons are good enough to keep breeding.

The results of the monitoring have been uploaded t¥itterian Biodiversity Atlas, including comments on the poor conditio

n of

the o6roo. I did play around with doing a bat cjistentgedtteeaata o f
directly on the websitel also sent the location of the sighting bétfox and the deer to Claire Miller who has taken over from Cathy

Longmore on the Otway Ark Project.

Kaye, MargaretAlisonand | placed 4 cameras at a dam below the gate of the Eumeralla Scout Camp after the April weeding. We

will leave them tlere untillater this monthPatrick Flanagan.

MEMBERSHIP FEES
Members are reminded that the annual membership fee of to protect our environment, especially as we sometime
$15.00 for individuals and families was due on March 1. If to pay for outside contractors to complete some of the
you have not yet renewgtthe fee may now be paid by: EEVIET T

1. Electronic Bank Transfer

Bendigo Bank: BSB 63800

Account No: 150830826

Account name: AFriends of Ea
Please enter your Membership ID in the Referenced Field, in
the ATodo Account .

Not sure if you have renewed? If you receive your
newsletter by mail and the year shown on the address
is 2017 or earlier your subscription has not been paid.

contact us.

This ID takes the form of the first 5 letters of your surname The Friend of Eastern Otways thank everyone who has
(less if your surname is shorter than 5 letters) plus a number,  renewed their subscriptions and also those who have mad

which is either shown in your email, or printed on the donation.Ross Davey, Hon Treasurer.

address label of your newsletter. ;
OR @ NEW MEMBERS
payable to AF

2. Cheque made
and mailed to the Treasurer,
P.O. Box 140, Ankgsea, Vic 3230.

We welcomeCaryl Nowsormand family from Aireys Inlet
who havgoined us since odastnewsletter:

We depend entirely on your support for our ongoing effort

ﬁyou recelve your nevs)életter by email and are not sure if
your subscription is up to date please do not hesitate to

-0,

S N§
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VICTORIAN BIODIVERSITY ATLAS (VBA) GOES MOBILE
The Victorian Biodiversity Atlas (VBA) is an electronic record of Victoria's wildlife and is useddom important planning and

development decisions. The Atlas obtains its entries from formal sources, such as ParksVic and DELWP, and informalclources, s

as the Friends. For example, we contribute all records from our camera monitoring, the Kazdemdannuals ur vey o f
Caladenia maritimao the Atlas.

Now there is a more convenient and ufsiendly way to contribute to the Atlas, called VBA Go.
So, if you are a keen bushwalker and observer of wildlife, or if you just enjoy obsevityisits

about. The VBA mobile tool (calledBA Go) is a website

Vba Go easily and conveniently.
,mpfgv‘;fggfggg‘gjggvfm‘fg;dge VBA Go is useful because you are able to enter yosewfations when you make them, in the
ofVictoria.s potiiral coviropment. field: Entry takes no more than a minute or two, once

you have set it up.

The most powerful feature of the VBA and VBA Go is g
flexible, intelligentlysearchable database of flora, and
terrestrial and marine fauna. THatabase is accessible
either by common name or scientific name, that guess¢
from what has been typed, what the species might be 4
the more you type the better the database narrows down the list of candidate species
database will come up with ttemmon and scientific names. To make the search procq
simpler, you can select to search only within Fauna, Flora, or Marine species.

Another useful feature of VBA Go is the ability to use the inbuilt GPS, available in mos
smartphones, to identify thedation of the observation and store it automatically. You a
also able to upload a photo of the animal or plant from your phone camera, if you wisk=

So get involved. All you need is your VBA | omyoucandimsttsigniup s

on the desktop version and thereafter login to VBA Go.
To sign up to the VBA, visit the main website (vba. dane.
‘ ® ] " letters, numbers and underscores and hal®dharacters), your first

characters. You can also make Friends of Eastern Otways your
organisation by selecting it in the drdpwn list of Organisations.

and last name, your email address and a password with more than 6

@ You can now contribute these sightings to the VBA from any smartphone when you are out and

\Y

Angl e

your garden or your local conservation reserve, you can use VBA Go to record them on the VBA.

(https://atlas.biodiversity.vic.gov.au/about) that allows you to enter your observations on the Atlas

and

i c.

Accept ADAT@matEWNTaRiMi st 0 as your Pri
\ VBA. Select the APl ease read Ter ms
Vba Go finally, select ASign Upo.
tete getetoned: You will be notified at the email address you provided when your
Sign up at account has been activated. Once you have received the confirmatory

www.environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity

To allow VBA Go to access your GPS, location services need to be
enabl ed. This is i @atidSaetdaddViByGo.to Fi
your home screen. It then becomes an icon that you just select and it w
open, so you dondt have to star '
time.

You can take a look at how VBA Go works in this short video: :
https://lwww.youtle.com/watch?v=yMxAKtEruFc

Further details are available on the DELWP VBA website:
www.environment.vic.gov.auust go there and search for VBA Go. This| §
website and video will show you how to add a redwservation.

If you want to use VBA Go buare having problas with signing iror
using it, please email me fatendofeasternotways@gmail.camn d | 6
to help. I f 1 c¢can6fomPELWP (WHaprovideda
the material for this item) will be useful backupsitrick Flanagan
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email, it might pay to try logging in to the desktop site to make sure you
can log in correctly. Thereafter you can use VBA Go on your phone.
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https://atlas.biodiversity.vic.gov.au/
http://www.environment.vic.gov.au/
mailto:friendofeasternotways@gmail.com

PaFRs RANGERREPORT: Matt Russell

WICTORLA

Hello everyone,

STAFF MOVEMENTS

There are a major staff movements to report this month. Katrina Lovett is acting in the District Operations role andetilifiag

to her normal role once the pasit is filled. The fire crew has finishag soon after a reasonably quiet fire season, and a late busy
fuel reduction burning period in April. It is always sad to see thef@e finish their contracts, dlsey make up such a valuable part
of Parks Victoria, but hopefully we will see them back for another season.

We are pleased to havelx Marshall join us as a newaRger in Anglesea Heath. Felix has been with us for many years in different
roles and wilbe a great asset to the tedfalix has a lot of work ahead of him making the old Alcoa lease area into a National Park
that protects our valuable plant community and enables passive use by the community.
FUEL REDUCTION BURNS
Due to milder weather conéins this autumn, Parks Victoria and DELWP have been busy completing fuel reduction burns in the
area. We have been able to complete some important burns arodjtbéseaAireys Inlet and Lorne townshépwhich will
hopefully reduce bshfire riskduring danger periods. Also, theiénds will be aware thatagoi on of t he O' Donohueb
burnt recently, and | am sure that everyone will be looking forward to seeing what emergeefgyound in the coming year.
JUNIOR RANGERS PROGRAM
The Rangersn the Surf Coast are very pleased with the successful Easter holiday Junior Ranger program. My personal highlight
was the Junior Ranger evehﬁld atthe Cumberland River Caravan Park. At this event there wasowet| 40 people wheeally

Y R 8 enjoyed the activities that my colleague Claire Miller andgbaised. Thank you
to all the Fiendswho ran thespotlight event at Moggs Creek.
Claire reported that the kids had
a lot of fun and saw some
fantastic creatws.
| also have somgreat feedack
to pass on to the group, ®of
the mothers on the dagid that
theFriends have inspired some
young naturalists to take lights
out into their local environment
for more spotlighting.
Our Rangers enjoy helping
families learn about the Grea
Otway National Park. Our
Otway Ark camera activity is
getting rave reviews from kids
who really enjogdbeing part of
this adivity and we hope to run
a lot more activities throughout
the year.
Pictured abovare participants in he Junior Ringers program at the Cumberland
River Caravan Park, andt right, RangerClaire Miller with someenthusiastic
young naturalists checking their facts.

ANGLESEA HEATH

The Anglesea team are busy getting a range of projects up and running out
in the Hath trat will hopefully startin the next month or s@his includes
motorbike compliancehere we will target off track usasbestos

removal, and road improvement. Also, contractors are well and truly on
the way to completing pest plant projects in the Hdam particularly
happy with the work that has been completed along the Salt Creek area,
which was performed by Simon and the team at Ecological Rehabilitation
Solutions

Left The view to the west acrottee Anglesea Heathwards Aireys Inlet.
ParksVic oto.

WOMBAT TALE
Also, on a slightlyodd note, our Lorne stafécently found a dead
Wombat on the side oftiee ans Mar sh Road. |1 06m sure that the Friends wild/l

Otway Ranges, but we also have sqrhetos captured by our staff of Wombats on the Great Ocean Radi Bronkwill be
following up on this matter but it seems that our Wombats ma&gbeenrelocated from another area.dppeardVombats have
finally made theimway to the Otwaydf any of the Friends see any Wombats please let us know, as we like to keep collecting
records. Matt Russell, Ranger, Lorne
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