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Foreword by the Mayor
This land, its natural and cultural resources has long been cared for by its 
original Indigenous custodians the Kirrae Wurrung, Wada Wurrung and Gulidjan 
communities.  The Surf Coast Shire acknowledges this relationship and pays 
respect to the past and present Indigenous people for their ongoing nurturing 
of this land.

As a community we are privileged to live, work and play in a beautiful and 
unique natural environment.  From our thriving coastal and rural towns, to 
our national parks, nature reserves and wondrous coastline, our estuaries, 
rivers and wetlands and productive farmland, we have a responsibility to 
future generations to ensure that in partnership we manage and protect these 
precious natural assets.  This Environmental Management Strategy aims 
to enhance these environmental values, while being sensitive to social and 
economic needs of our vibrant and active communities.

This Strategy adopts a holistic approach to environmental management.  It is a 
broad ranging document aff ecting all business units within Council, the wider 
community and other local authorities that have management responsibilities 
within the Shire.  There is also clear intention by Council to ensure all Council 
decisions and activities are not done in isolation, but consider regional, state-
wide and national priorities, while always working in partnership at the local 
level to address local issues.

The Environmental Management Strategy is a shared vision – it refl ects the 
values and aspirations of our community.  Particular thanks must go to 
those who have contributed to this Strategy; to the Environment and Open 
Space Planning Department and other Council staff  and partners for guiding 
the development of the Strategy; to the members of the Surf Coast Shire 
Environment Advisory Committee who have contributed their signifi cant skills 
and expertise as well as their passions for our environment, and to the many 
community members who have participated in programs or provided input into 
environmental strategies or plans for our region – their participation and input 
has helped shape the issues addressed in this document.

Our challenge is to now implement this Strategy and ensure the protection and 
enhancement of our precious natural environment now and into the future.

Libby Mears

Mayor

Surf Coast Shire
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