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Landscape Design for Restoration of Alen Noble Swamp
Brief.
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1. _Background.

Allen Noble Swamp in Aireys Inlet, is a unique freshwater wetland near the coast which
forms part of the Painkalac Creek Catchment and the important Mellors Swamp coastal
wetland, It is located on the Great Ocean Road at the entrance to the historic lighthouse
precinct. Renowned Ornithologist and local resident Pauline Reilly remembers the swamp as
providing a diversity of habitats, dense reedy areas and clear open water, which attracted a
great variety of wildlife. Poor past management practices and surrounding land use have
caused the degradation of the swamp and loss of habitat.

Until the recent implementation of the local sewerage scheme, septic tanks in surrounding
areas polluted ground water with nutrient rich effluent accelerating reed growth within the
swamp and environmental weed growth on the surrounds, clogging the open water area. Three
large barrel drains carrying stormwater off the surrounding unscaled roads directly into
the swamp have caused large amounts of gravel and soil to be deposited in the swamp causing
silting and reduced water depth. In conjunction these problems have caused loss of clear
landing water for birds, loss of habitat and reduced water quality. Previous attempts at
dredging have been umsuccessful in the long term due to the ongoing siltation occurring
from the stormwater drains.

As Aireys Inlet has' now been sewered the problems associated with polluted ground water
which has caused the excessive weed growth can now be tackled. Detailed plans to seal Inlet
Crescent adjoining the swamp are currently being prepared by the Shire.

e

2. The Project.

Airey's Inlet and District Association have received funding from the Surf Coast Shire and
the Corangamite Catchment Management Authority to restore the Allen Noble Swamp as a
special place for wildlife to help conserve the regions bio diversity. ATDA wants to ensure
that any further action is sustainable in the long term and will lead to a healthy wetland
which provides habitat for ja diversity of wildlife.

Stage one of the project is to design a filtration system for the treatment of stormwater to
address the onmgoing problem of silting. This process will enable the best option for long
term stormwater treatment to be developed.

The Shire will undertake construction of the stormwater treatment works. A revegetation
plan will be prepared to assist with the selection of appropriate terrestrial and aquatic
indigenous species for use in the ongoing community revegetation program.

The Shire will partially dredge the swamp, removing excess reed growth to create clear
water areas for birds to land, and the build up of silt to restore the water level back to its
original depth.

To ensure that the system developed to treat the stormwater continues to be effective, a long
term maintenance program will be developed and implemented by the Shire. Community
environmental weed control and revegetation will be undertaken over a number of years to
increase filtering effects on water flow, help maintain water depth and qualily, and resolve
the need for major ongoing maintenance of the swamp.

In the second year of the project, ATDA will increase the communities awareness of the value
of wetlands through interpretive material, ongoing community revegetation programs and the
possible construction of a bird hide.



3. Aim.

To develop a landscape design that enhances and bujlds upon the Allen Noble Swamps
neglected potential as a healthy flora and fauna reserve and to establish a connection
between the swamps indigenously vegetated wetland and its proximity to the historical area
of the Angahook property with its mature heritage planting's and the bark hut reserve.

4. Project Management Team.

A team comprising Kim Neubecker from AIDA ( 52896862 ) and the Shires Conservation
Officer, Jeanette Spittle ( 52610600 ) will manage the project. Kim will be available for day
to day liaison.

3. Consultation.

Consultation will be required with Neil Craigie who is currently preparing an
environmental design for the management of stormwater and the restoration of water depth
and quality in the Allen Noble Swamp . )

6. Project Tasks.
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* An agreed course of action for the conmtent and progress of the design and specifications,
consultation with the Hydrologist, timetable, schedule of fees and final product.

* The development of a design concept which will include a sketch with plan to clearly
illustrate the project.

* Discussion and approval of concept on site with the project management team.
Submission of the design concept to the project management team.
* Development of the final design for approvat by the project management team.

* Complete full design documentation.
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* Development of a comprehensive planting list in consultation with Neil Craigie.

The following information shoutd assist or be considered in the design.
* A survey of the swamp which is currently being undertaken.
* The catchment area is 19.5 hectares ( see attached Allen Noble Swamp Catchment),
* The Hydrologists plan.
* Road sealing plans for Inlet Crescent.The tender has been won by the Business Unit
*of The City of Geelong, Project Manager; David Macarthur, Civil Engineer. Ph; 52270344,
Currently developing a response and recommendation paper for Richard Bain at the Surf
Coast Shire.
The protection of flora and fauna values.

The natural qualities of the swamp.

The visual amenity of the area.

The heritage values and heritage vegetation of the site.

The reipstatement of indigemous aquatic and terrestrial plants.

The provision of clear water areas for birds. ( provided through dredging)

The fiora survey,
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